


VERTICAL HORIZON is situated “after the future,” as Franco Berardi puts it, when 
utopian visions have come to an end. Fran Athens, a character shifting between 
masquerade and sci-fi personage, tries to resist this proclamation of finitude,  
creating the illusion of embodying a character within a “real” science fiction 
narrative. Despite his efforts, the fiction repeatedly collapses and Fran finds 
himself trapped in a present journey, which is marked by untoward social en-
counters and relished by moments of estrangement, melancholia and alienation.
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